
Dear Supporters in Christ,

I continue to be heartened by the 
conversations I have had with many 
of you and by the steadfastness of 
your faith despite the challenges 
our diocese has faced.

I feel the blessings of the Lord 
upon us through the good works 
happening every day in our parishes, 
in our schools and through a myriad 

of ministries. As you continue on your path to knowing and 
embracing Christ, I want to serve as your shepherd and share 
with you some of the stories that inspire me.

I see hope and renewal all around us. When I meet with 
our seminarians, who will celebrate eight ordinations next 
May – the largest number in our history. Or when I see new 
sanctuaries, parish halls and classroom buildings opening to 
meet the needs of a growing Catholic population. 

All of this is possible thanks to your support of the Our 
Faith…Our Future capital campaign. All 24,000+ campaign 
donors have a part in helping to shape our diocese’s future.

Launched in 2013, this historic campaign set out to raise $125 
million concurrent with the diocese’s 125th anniversary.  
We surpassed that goal and, to date, have distributed $71 
million back to parishes, schools and ministries. 

In the stories we share in this newsletter, you will see leaders 
and parishes who have helped transform the lives and 
experiences of parishioners, schoolchildren and those most 
in need. I am humbled by and ever grateful for your faithful 
servitude and investment in our community.

Faithfully in Christ,

Bishop Edward J. Burns

FAITH IN ACTION: 
A MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

of parishes exceeded 
their campaign goals22%

Priestly formation is the most profound responsibility within 
the Catholic Church and a top priority for our diocese, which 
serves more than one million Catholics. We remain so proud 
of Holy Trinity Seminary, which has been instrumental in 
the human, intellectual, spiritual and pastoral formation of 
young men called to serve the church. 

Several years ago, the seminary began fundraising to support 
construction of a new Cardinal Farrell Student Center that 
would not only expand the footprint of the campus and help 
support its future growth, but better address the human 
formation aspect of the seminarians’ experience. Our Faith…
Our Future campaign contributions helped support this 
effort, and, in March of this year, we celebrated the dedication 
of the new building. Now, our seminarians have an updated 
kitchen, where they can prepare meals, along with new 
classrooms, fitness areas and an outdoor deck. This will 
better position us to attract the best and brightest seminarian 
prospects and ensure the continued development of priests to 
serve our diocese and others in the generations to come.

Holy Trinity Seminary, IRVING
$8 million to support new student center
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Charles “Charlie” and Karen 
Gibson are members of St. 
Jude Catholic Church in Allen. 
They made the first leadership 
pledge to the Our Faith... Our 
Future capital campaign. They 
are sharing their philosophy of 
giving and tithing in the hopes of 
inspiring others to do the same.

Karen and I came from humble 
backgrounds; we would likely 
be considered poor by today’s 
standards. Both of us grew up 
in Catholic families and had 
parents who were generous, if 

not with money, then certainly with their time.

I was blessed to get a good job that was paying good money. We 
always gave what we could to the church and found that, as we 
started giving more money, we received more back.

One day, Karen said she had been praying about our giving, and 

said she thought it was time we start tithing [giving at least 10 
percent of income back to the church]. I had been thinking the 
same thing, so about 10 or 11 years ago, we began tithing on an 
annual basis.

I have explained this to our parish when talking about 
stewardship: When you tithe, you are honoring both the Old 
Testament, which speaks of tithing over and over, and the New 
Testament, which encourages you to give with an open heart.

We always felt that it was our responsibility to contribute our fair 
share. There is a cost for us to live out our faith – expenses that the 
church and the diocese assume that allow us to walk the path that 
we do.

Regarding the campaign, it was the act of Father Tim (who has 
since passed away), asking us that inspired us. We figured that 
our priest only called on us when he needed help, so we wanted to 
help where we could.

Karen and I hope that others will join us. We will tithe until 
the day we die. We believe that when you have much, much is 
expected. But you will also find, as we have, that you are rewarded 
many times over what you give. What a gift that is. 

In Their Words: Tithing

With much of the growth in North Texas headed north 
into communities like Wylie and Sachse, St. Anthony was 
seeing an influx of new families at its parish. The leadership 
prioritized upgrades to the interior of the church, which was 
25 years old, as the area of greatest need, and one that would 
have a significant impact on the parishioners’ experience.

St. Anthony completed major renovations in September 
that have given the parish “a totally new look,” according to 
Father Tony Densmore. New tile floors, which have greatly 
enhanced the church’s acoustics, along with installing new 
pews and rearranging the altar and opening up the front of 
the sanctuary, have brightened up the church, making it more 
modern and welcoming to both long-time parishioners and 
new families.  

St. Anthony Catholic Church, 
WYLIE
$1,036,640 for church renovations

Campus ministries play an important role 
walking alongside students as they face 
academic, physical, social or emotional 
struggles. The OFOF campaign has helped 
provide funding for spiritual retreats that 
support students in all aspects of their faith, 
but also in the practical, day-to-day activities 
of their lives as college students. 

An annual Genesis retreat targets incoming 
freshmen and transfer students, helping 
them acclimate to college life, continue or 
refresh their journey of faith and understand 
that they will make mistakes, but can grow 
from them. The experience allows students 
to create bonds that underscore they are not 
alone in their journeys

The Awakening retreat is a “very robust 
theological exploration” for students, 

according to Nick Lopez, the Director of Campus Ministries. Held at Mt. Lebanon Baptist Camp, it promotes awareness that 
faith isn’t always easy and works to “awaken people to the knowledge of the mystical body of Christ.” Much like with the 
Genesis retreat, the emphasis on community and supporting one another is paramount, particularly as students grapple with 
personal struggles.

UD Campus Ministry, IRVING
$57,030 to support student faith retreats

On the northern end of the diocese’s nine-county region, you will find a growing parish, a mix of families who have retired near Lake 
Texoma and new families moving to the area. St. Francis of Assisi has already doubled the size of its sanctuary, but also identified the 
need to construct a multi-purpose parish center, because they were bursting at the seams trying to accommodate church and social 
activities and faith formation classes.

Through the Our Faith…Our Future campaign and the generous donations of 
parishioners, the parish opened its new facility in August 2018. With a large, open space 
and a state-of-the-art kitchen, the new building is utilized for fellowship, the parish’s 
Fish Fry, wedding receptions, holiday parties and general overflow. The new space has 
also allowed the parish to better configure administrative offices and youth ministry 
space to support the parish’s growth. With the funds raised, St. Francis also added a 
large courtyard with a commissioned bronze statue of the Patron Saint of Assisi, which 
provides a peaceful area for reflection. Mike Crone, Parish Council President, said: 
“We had wanted this parish center for a long time. We are so proud of our parish for 
exceeding the campaign goal and helping us realize our vision.”

St. Francis of Assisi, WHITESBORO
$77,271 to build new parish center

61

parishes to 
date have 
applied their 

capital campaign funds 
totaling $20,236,278

61



PARISH PURPOSE
All Saints Technology upgrade

Blessed Sacrament Increase to parish building fund

Cathedral Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe

New telephone system and internet upgrade

Christ the King St. Philip St. Augustine Catholic Academy/
Bishop Dunne Catholic School

Church of the Incarna-
tion, Irving

Sanctuary lighting; student retreats

Divine Mercy, Mesquite Planning study

Epiphany Quasi-Parish Parking lot construction

Good Shepherd, 
Garland'

Reduction of parish debt

Holy Family of Naza-
reth, Irving

Replacement of air-conditioning units for the 
sanctuary; concrete repairs

Holy Spirit, Duncanville Exterior lighting

Holy Trinity Landscaping, fencing, lighting adjacent to the 
school; new exterior doors for the school

Immaculate Concep-
tion, Corsicana

Master plan and conceptual design; survey and 
geotechnical work for parking lot

Immaculate Concep-
tion, Grand Prairie

Church entrance beautification project

Mary Immaculate Canopy construction; senior services/outreach 
coordinator; HVAC repair; pipe organ project

Mother of Perpetual 
Help, Garland

Parking lot construction

Nuestra Senor del Pilar Escarpment study

Our Lady of Angels, 
Allen

Education & Faith Formation Building - 2nd 
Floor Buildout

Our Lady of Lourdes New roof for Trini Lopez Hall

Our Lady of the Lake, 
Rockwall

Land purchase for parking and secondary 
access to the parish

PARISH PURPOSE
Prince of Peace, Plano Parish/school repairs; funding the Young Adult 

Ministry staf; rectory remodel/repairs

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Christ, Plano

Security fence

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Christ, Carrollton

Increase to parish building fund

Sacred Heart, Rowlett New sanctuary 

San Juan Diego Roof repairs

St. Andrew Kim Reduction of parish debt

St. Ann, Coppell St. Ann Center

St. Ann, Kaufman Repair and restoration of stained glass 
windows

St. Anthony, Dallas Roof repairs

St. Anthony, Wylie Church renovations

St. Bernard of Claivaux Architectural fees

St. Cecilia Rewiring in school; security system for the 
rectory

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
Plano

Remodel of parish hall and kitchen

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Boiler replacement

St. Elizabeth, Bonham Multiple projects

St. Francis of Assisi, 
Frisco

Reduction of parish debt

St. Francis of Assisi, 
Lancaster

Reduction of parish debt

St. Francis of Assisi, 
Whitesboro

New parish hall

St. Gabriel the Archan-
gel, McKinney

New sanctuary 

St. John Nepomucene, 
Ennis

Painting and stenciling services for the church

PARISH PURPOSE
St. John the Apostle, 
Terrell

Parish improvements

St. Joseph, Commerce Replacement of roof for church entryway, 
parish hall and breezeway

St. Joseph, Richardson Pew replacement; security system; lighting 
controls; sanctuary upgrades; roof repairs

St. Jude Chapel Sacred art

St. Jude, Allen Parish hall repairs

St. Luke, Irving HVAC for the Church

St. Mark the Evangelist, 
Plano

Reduction of parish debt

St. Martin of Tours, 
Forney

Master plan and capital campaign counsel for 
new church project

St. Mary of Carmel Pew replacement

St. Mary, Sherman HVAC repairs

St. Michael the Archan-
gel, Grand Prairie 

New sanctuary 

St. Monica St. Monica School

St. Patrick, Dallas Enhanced security system

St. Paul the Apostle, 
Richardson

HVAC replacement; security and surveillance 
system

St. Peter the Apostle Replacement of rectory windows/covering for 
stained glass windows

St. Peter Vietnamese HVAC repairs to church and parish hall

St. Philip the Apostle HVAC repairs

St. Pius X School bathroom renovations

St. Rita Building the Future Capital Campaign/reduc-
tion in associated debt

St. Thomas Aquinas HVAC replacement and video surveillance 
system

St. William, Greenville Church and parish center improvements
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